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From the Editor 
This month’s Smokebox is a lot thinner than previous issues, perhaps to be expected in the 

immediate aftermath of Christmas and New Year.  Since our family fled north and south the day 

after Boxing Day, I’ve been busy rebuilding a battery powered model of the Welshpool & Llanfair 

Drewry, number seven Chattenden, installing wholly new wiring, R/C, sound and directional LED 

lamps in place of the bulbs which were previously fitted, but unfortunately the job isn’t finished in 

time to document for this newsletter.  I’m using the same Roundhouse components fitted to an 

NDM-6 or Harlech Castle.  The current challenge is that the battery pack is 12.9 volts, fine for the 

Locoglyde speed controller but more than the sound card will accept, so a DC step-down adjustable 

voltage regulator module will be ordered tomorrow from as nearby as Aylesbury.  It will be less than 

the cost of the individual components – the internet really does seem to have everything nowadays. 

Along the way I’ve found out things about a loco that I thought I was pretty familiar with, one that I 

was driving the last time I was at Llanfair.  Ralph Cartwright’s book “Welshpool & Llanfair”, page 128, 

shows the loco in its original condition.  Some of you may be aware that the W&L removed and 

plated over the side door apertures in the cab and put an opening in the back, accessed by steps 

which extend over the original buffer beam, reusing one of the wooden cab doors.  The loco was 

also re-engined around the same time, but I still need to confirm that this was concurrent with the 

change to cab access.  Fortunately, there are still those on the railway who will remember.  This 

resulted in a new exhaust centrally up the front of the cab, covered by a shroud, replacing the 

original stove pipe at the front of the engine compartment cover. 

After the alterations to cab access, Chattenden did not immediately receive new sliding side 

windows to the cab and appears for a time to have been without any side or rear window 

protection.  Page 101 in the same book shows the driver hanging out of the cab, which clearly lacks 

the sliding side windows.  This represents the condition in which I bought the model, though it lacks 

the side chains which the W&L added for working unfitted stock.  The lack of side windows jars to 

my eyes, so I will add them, bringing the model to the condition depicted on page 147 of Ralph’s 

book.  Based on the black & white picture, it was at this time still green, though exactly what shade 

is still to be determined.  So, when I’m done, it will be Chattenden, but not in the form we know her 

now, because further changes extended the engine compartment all the way to the front of the 

buffer beam and added further exhaust shrouding over the engine compartment.  I suspect that 

there have been more changes to the loco in preservation than ever there were in previous 

ownership. 

As you perhaps gather, I’m finding piecing together the history of the loco as interesting as bringing 

it up to date from an operational perspective.  I’ll hopefully be able to update this tale next month. 

Alan Regan, Smokebox Editor 
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From the Chair 
2021 ended with a flourish. Our pre-Christmas meeting, featuring nibbles sourced by Ted with cake 

and drinks by Carol, were very well received. Members spent a convivial time gossiping, eating and, 

remarkably, running trains. At several points I counted four trains running on Eaton Downs and the 

running roster was full ‘till 3:00 pm. It was heartening to see reliable running, although Ted is going 

to ease the approach to the points from the loops to allow our speedier members an easier time as 

they dash through. We still have up-stands to fit to the inner and outer edges on the straight 

baseboards and the designed, but not fitted, bracing under the “curved end” base boards to 

alleviate a tendency for sag. There is also track to obtain and lay on four more straight baseboards 

retained from the previous layout. 

Many thanks to all members involved in the pre-Christmas preparations. 

Reading Alan’s account of the use of a Resistance Soldering Unit (RSU) reminded me of a slightly 

unusual use my RSU recently. I had occasion to remove the fly cranks from a 16mm locomotive. 

Investigation showed small grub screws locating the cranks to the axles. Easy, I thought, and a 

suitable key soon had the screw on the move – or so I thought! 

 

As you can see, the key just produced a tasteful “barleycorn” twist, and it was a decent, branded, 

key. I assumed that “Loctite” was involved so out with the RSU, crocodile clip onto the axle, sharpen 

the graphite hot end, set to max heat, place the probe on the grub screw head, shield eyes and 

stamp on the foot switch. A burning smell indicated the surrounding paint was beginning to blister 

and the screw looked pretty hot. But it worked! Just took a few seconds. Incidentally a Gauge 1 

friend says he has had good results with small silver solder joints – 630 deg C plus so there is plenty 

of heat in these units. 

I look forward to seeing you on January 9th, don’t forget the date change, assuming that Covid 

regulations do not rule out a meeting of course. 

Bob, Chairman 

Meeting Dates 
I’ve listed those for the first half of the year only.  There is some uncertainty about whether the 

current wave of Covid infections will bring about further restrictions, but if they don’t, this is when 

we will meet.  Please note that the start time is 10.30 with close at 16.00. 

• Sunday 9th January 2022 
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• Sunday 6th February (our AGM will take place at this meeting) 

• Sunday 6th March 

• Sunday 3rd April 

• Sunday 1st May 

• Sunday 5th June 

COVID-19 Notice 
The latest government guidance states that “In England, face coverings are now required by law in 

most indoor public places”.  The only exemptions are “in hospitality venues where food and drink 

are consumed (such as pubs, cafés and restaurants), or during exercise (such as gyms), including 

dancing (such as nightclubs)”.  Our meetings in the hall at Eaton Bray do not fulfil any of the above 

exemptions, so our conclusion is that face coverings must be worn except when seated whilst 

eating/drinking.  The committee therefore asks members to comply with the law and wear face 

coverings in the hall (unless medically excused). 

The government guidance is here. 

Tea and coffee facilities will be provided at the meeting, but as a result of COVID-19 and also for 

hygiene reasons, it is recommended that members bring their own mug & spoon to BAG Meetings 

for the foreseeable future. 

Finally, please note that there is no restriction on the number of members attending meetings. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own/face-coverings-when-to-wear-one-and-how-to-make-your-own
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Sales & Wants 
Please note that a table will be placed at the back of the hall for members to place any items they 

have for sale. 

For Sale by David Thompson 
david.thompson25@outlook.com 

An Archangel Sergeant Murphy, which David is looking to exchange for an early Roundhouse loco, 

preferably spirit fired. 

  

  

 

mailto:david.thompson25@outlook.com
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Two Accucraft Lynton & Barnstable bogie open wagons boxed and in very nearly new condition, 

£160 the pair. 

  

  
 


